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Attitudes toward
the “Palestinian
problem” range from
detached fatigue

to the belief that
driving Palestinians
into submission

is God's work.

It wais the pictures of Pakestinians
vimming and sunning
Beach that rubbed Yehuda Shlez
wt.an lsraeli journalist, the wrong
vay. Stvlish in round red glasses and

1Bt seruff of beard, Mr. Shlezing
er unloaded his revalsion at the “dis-
rurhing” pictures while appearingon

Channel 12
s people there deserve
Jeath, o hard death, an agonizing
th. and instead we see them en.
 the beach and having fun.”

omplaned Mr. Shiezinger. the reli
wttrs correspondent for the

iely circulated right-wing Israel
Hayom newspaper. “We: should have

seen a ot more rey there,” Mr.

Shiezinger unrepentantly added, A
azans blood.”

It woald be nice to think that Mr
or that
by his

,ymw\ fantasics. But In snot, and
many woukdn't be

Israet has havdened, and the sig

of it an ww. Dehumanizing

romises of annihila
 military and political kead
ks that found wide support for
the policies that have wreaked dey
astation and starvation in Gaza
Selfies of Isracli soldiers preening
proudly in bomb-crushed Palestin
wan neighborhoods. A crackdown on
ikd forms of dissent among Is

seli left — the factions
+ the oovupation of Pal
Is Y]h“l‘vh negotiations
nstead — is now a with
of a onoe vigomus move
ment. In revent years, the attitudes

of many Israclis toward the “Pales
tinian problem™ have d large
v frvim detached fatigue to the hard
linv: helief that driving Palestinians
off their land and into submission is
God's work

This bleak ide ndscape
eeryed sowly and then, oa Oct =

atoncy

The massocne and kidnappings of

that day. prodict

fllers rampaged

through the N a bitter

st b « of the holdott
pracvniks tsraelis had long
since come to regard Palestinians
< a threat best Jocked away, Amer
ca's romantic mythology and wish

ful thinkmg about Israe] encourage
atendency to see Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu as the main

wse of thy

here Ise

000 people

nakes a convin
v oversimplified story

n of neghborhos
s polling suggests. i< the
i A
94 percent of
i said the force being
A Was appropriate
In February. a
most Jewish Isradis
and medicine get
wasmot Mr. Netanyahu
et mem
Gantz, often
alternative
) who unanimons
a< deal to free Is
d. began

his war

Henr

h easier to put every
yahu, because then
xd about yvourself and
I 3 the darkpess.” said
0 Levy. an Israeli journalist
who hax documented Israel’s mili-
tarye n\\q’nhrhnh\i\ But the

Like most ical evolutions,
the toughening of Tsraed is partly ex-
Plained by nal change — Is-
rael chilkdren whose eardiest memo-
ries are woven through with suicide
bombings have now matured into
adulthood rightward creep
could be long-lasting because of de-
mographics, with modern Orthodox
and ultra-Orthodox Jews twho dis
proportionately vote with the right)
consistently having more babies
than their sacnlar compatriots.
Most crucially. many Israelis
emenged from the second intifada
with a jsundiced view of negotiations
and. more broadly. Palestinians. who
were derided as unable to make
peace. This kgic conveniently erased
Israel’s own role in sabotaging the
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rights and Israel's “apartheid system
of racial control of its Jewish ﬂum
over its Palestinian citize

Another stark sign of I~rul:
hardening is the hundreds of Israelis
— mostly Arabs, but some Jews, too
— who have been arrested, fired or
otherwise punished for statements
oractions regarded as endangering
national security or undermining Is-
rael’s war efforts. Even a social me-
dia post expressing concern for Pal-
estinians in Gaza is enough to draw
police scrutiny,

Nadera Shalhoub-Kevorkian,
a scholar who lectures at Hebrew
University of Jerusalem and Queen
Mary University of London, said on a
podeast that Zionism should be abol-
ished. that Israel may be lying about
the extent of sexual assault that took
place on Oct. 7 and that Isselis were
“eriminals™ who “cannot kill and not
be afraid, so they better be afraid.”
Israeli police responded in April
by jailing Ms. Shalhoub-Kevorkian
m\'mu{hl and asking a judge to keep
her locked up while they investigat-
«ed her on suspicion of incitement.

WILLAM KEO judge decided to release her but
Above » A barrier wall in the West Bank is shown on Oct. 24, Below » An alley in Ramallah in the West Bank acknowledged that she “may have
crossed the line from free expres-
ﬁm to incitement.”
used to decide, Arat For nearly two decades — starting
even those on Israel's rmmm- dnd with the quieting of the second inti-
not seem to be eligible fada and ending calamitously on Oct.

vss through land sei
tthoment expansion. But
wder had taken hold

b quality that Israelis described

- umb, disassociated de

ial a he entire topic of Pal

tthements or rela
s were off the
Tamar Hermann
The status quo was OK for

The sof s
Palestii

vears.

\nn, a senior research
hw Istael Democracy In-
stitute. i one of the country's most
'\ xperts on

circulated in Israel these past
months, including “Launch.” a hip-
hop glorification of the military
promising “from kisses to guns, un-
til Gaza is erased™ and suggesting
that the West Bank city of Jenin is
under the “plague of the firstborn.”
a reference to the biblical story in
which God smites the eldest sons of
Egypt. The smash hit “Harbu Dar-
bu.” addressed to “you sons of Ama-
lek.” promises "another X on the
fle. ‘cause every dog will get what's
coming to him.”
“There is no forgiveness for
swarms of rats,” anoth-

C opin v - ersong goes. “They will
vent years, MEGAN K. die in their rat holes™
<he said, Palestin: STACK Isracli shops hawk
1ans iy caught trendy products like
the tion of Is-  For The New York Times ahum;xnuvkuth:«
rachi Jews She and ads, “Finish them,”
her colleagues peri .-mdapm-hm cut into
odically made lists the shape of Israel, with

f issues

1 asked respondents to
ank them in order of importance

ward the xxnln(l)u second in-
a — the five-year Palestinian
aprising that erupted in 2000, kill
g about 1,000 sraelis and rough
Iv three times as many Palestinians.

penctrating Is

many of whom refer to it
as the aparthesd wall

Many Israclis. Ms. Hermann told
at a loss when asked to iden-
tify the border where Israel ends and
the West Bank begins. Her research
from 2006 found that only a small
perventage of Israclis knew for sure

h E m

he question of whether this bor-
der should even be depicted on Is-
raeli school maps has been a heated
topic of debate within Israel; with
a rueful laugh, Ms. Hermann de-
scribed many dxhrda-munmms
as “from the river to the sea”

Such ignorance is a kooury exclu-
sive to Israclis. Palestinians make it
thear business to know-
the border between Israel and the
West Bank bies, which check

East Jerusalem. the West Bank and
Gaza seamlessly attached

Israeli protesters have repeatedly
taken to the streets in anguish over
the hostages held in Gaza and rage at
Mr. Netanyahu (who faced intense
domestic opposition Jong before Oct
7) for failing to save them. But the
demonstrations should not be con-
flated with international calls to. pro-
tect civilians in Gaza. Many Israelis
want a cease-fire to free the hostag-
es. followed by the ouster of Mr. Net-
anyahu — but the protests do not re-
flect a groundswell of svmpathy for
Palestinians or a popular desire to
rethink the status quo ante of occu
pation and long-silenced peace talks.

If anything, with the world's at-
tention fixed on Gaza, Israel’s far-

The guns sent a rhxll through Pal-
estinian citizens of Isracl, who have
often been invoked in defense of the
state. Look, Israel's advocates often
say, Arabs live more freely in Isra-
el than anywhere else in the Mid-
dle East.

Hassan Jabareen, a prominent
Palestinian lawyer who founded
Adalah, Israel's main legal center
for Arab rights, told me that many
Arab citizens of Israel — who con-
stitute one-fifth of the population
~ live in fear.

Israel’s attacks on Gaza have in
the past provoked community pro-
tests, riots and clashes among Ar-
abs and Jews in Israel. After Oct. 7.
though, the message was clear: Slm
quiet,

“The police left no doubt that we
were enemies of the state.” Mr. Jab-
areen said, “when they started arm-
ing the Jewish citizens of Israel and
called Jewish citizens to come to
the station and take your arms to
defend yourself from your Palestin:
ian neighbor.”

Diana Buttu, a Palestinian law-
yer who lives with her family in the
Israeli city of Haifa, told me that
these past months have been thick
with unease. She has long imagined
herself as a living holdover frem
the once-thriving Arab popula
tion that was largely displaced from
what is now Israel. A “remnant,” she
calls het_elf, who for years moved
through Israel feeling invisible.

Now the sense of invisibility has
melted. Both Ms. Buttu and Mr. Ja-
bareen said that the current atmo-
sphere in Israel had drawn closer
and sharpened in their minds the
mass displacement known in Ara-
bic as the nakba, or Lasif

7 — Israc was remarkably successful
at insulating itself from the violence
of the occupation. Rockets fired from
Gaza periodically rained down on
Israeli cities, but since 2011, Isracl's
Iron Dome defense system has in-
tercepted most of them. The math-
ematics of death heavily favored Is-
rael: From 2008 until Oct. 7, more
than 6,000 Palestinians were killed
in what the United Nations calls “the
context of occupation and conflict ™
during that time, more than 300 Is-
raelis were killed.

Human rights organizations — in-
chuding Israeli groups — wrote elabo-
e reports explaining why Israel is
an apartheid state. That was embar-
rassing for Israel, but nothing really
came of it. The economy flourished.
Once-hostile Arab states showed
themselves willing to sign accords
with Israel after just a little perfor-
mative pestering about the Pales-
tinians.

Those years gave Israelis a taste of
what may be the Jewish state’s most
elusive dream — a world in which
there simply did not exist a Pales-
tinian problem.

Daniel Levy, a former Israeli ne-
gotiator who is now president of the
US, Middle East Project think tank,
describes “the level of hubris and ar-
rogance that built up over the years™
Those who warned of the inumorali-
ty or strategic folly of occupying Pal-
estinian territories “were dismissed.”
he said, “like, Just get over it~

If USS. offici ials understand the

keep

talking about a Palestinian state. But
the land earmarked for a state has
h\ﬁqndil\ ycovered in illegal Israe-
and f has sel-

history might yet Joop back. Mr. Ne-
tanyahu evoked the same era when
he referred to Israel’s current on-
slaught as “Israel’s second war of in-
&n'm‘km
“They didn't see us,” Ms. Buttu

said. “We were the ghosts; we were
just there. And now it's like, "Wow,
they're here.’ There is an interest
in trying to get rid of Palestinians.
We're on the rhetorical front lines™

Long before this current storm
of violence, Mr. Netanyahu's far-
right government had worked to
strengthen Jewish s .
2018 “nation-state law™ «xhﬁ:-d the
right to national self-de i

dom stood so unabashedly opposed
to Palestinian sovereignty.

There's a reason Mr. Netanyahu
keeps reminding everyone that he's
m}uamwx&mmxmhﬁm

tinian statehood: It's a selling point
Mr. Gantz, who is more popular than
Mr. Netanyahu and is often men-
tioned as a likely successor, is a cen-
trist by Isracli standards — but he,

Daniel Levy describes the cur-
rent divide among major Israeli pol-
iticians this way: Some believe in

mamgxm !hc amnh-d ina \«m

that gives Pal free-

Anc open on 2 given day, which roads
ey may and may not use. These are
bstract ideas: they dictate the
daily movements of Palestinians,
and confusing them could be fatal

Israel’s uneasy detachment
turned to Tage onOct. 7

all .m for the annihilation of
a dehumanized enemy have been

misery on ev-  right government has intensified as “unique to the Jewish people.”  dom — that's [Yair] Lmd.nd m:\‘he
ained Palestinian  the domination of Palestinians.  removed Arabic as an official lan Gantz on some days,” while hard-lin-
The sirgle largest Israeli land grab guage and established “Jewish set-  ers like Mr. Smotrich and Security
in more than 30 vears happened in tlement as a national value” that the Minister Itamar Ben Gvir “are really
March, when Finance Minister Be- support. in-  about getting rid of the Palestinians.
uh-lﬁntrﬂunmmvdthem ian members of the Knesset famous- Eradication. Displacement ™
seizure of 10 squ opies of the bill in Par- ‘l‘lrﬂmundmldt\mﬂam
Ur\\m&nkmhndhhms liament and yelled, “Apartheid."but by Israelis on Oct 7 should have
are accompanied by a bloody cam- it passed all the same. driven home the futility of sealing
Ppaign of terror, wnhmawm In 2022, Israel mmhcnu-d its themselves off from Palestinians
> was the border ‘mix of soldiers family while subje ng them to daily hu-
949 Armistice. xhshﬂug-hnwohbum hm-mmu‘n miliations and viclence. As long as
in the West Bank since Oct. 7, the  marry Israeli citizens from receiv- Palestinians are trapped under vi-
Palestinian health ministry says. ing legal status — or living with their olent military ¢
Meanwhile, inside Israel, the po- spouses in Israel — if they are from clhascnghuuidtnldlhztthn
lice have handed out guns to ci- the West Bank or Gaza. The kaw also must accept their lot as inherent-
vilians and set up de facto militias applies to people from the “enemy hbmlrll&.l.w:dzswﬂlbtm
in the name of self-defense. But  states™ of Lebanon, Syriaand Iraq  der the threat of
Questions about whom these new- ﬂmmmhhslmnn!d\mmm and terrorism. There is no wall thick
Iy armed groups are mesnt to de- munities), as well as Iran. encugh to forever a people
fend, and from whom, have created With legal disadvantages andso-  who have ing to lose.
exactlywhere  acreeping unease. cial mounting. Israelis did not. by and large, take
The weapons have gone not only nnmizzmofls?ﬂhlwﬁlrtnd that lesson. Now apathy has been re-
to West Bank ortowns o look abroad for support. M. Jab- placed by vengeance.
adjacent to Palestinian territories areen tokd me that his ongamization is
and Lebanon but also ication to the Unit- "\K.Nuamnn-fbuluq
us:dd:qymlwadsmrpu «d Nations to request international New York Times Opinion writer and
ticularly places that ave home toa legal protections for Palestinians in- author. She has been a
mix of Arab and Jewish residents. side Isracl. In March a Palestinian dent in China, Rquqy,(lw
An analysis published in Janoary by citizen of Isrmel was granted asvium el Afphanistan and the U.S -Mexico
the newspaper Haaretz found that in Britain after arguing that return-  horder area. Her first book, a nar-
of songs with lyr-  while the national security ministry uqvmldvuwlﬂrd\mhnnm rative account of the jost-Sept. 17
wouldn't disclose which communi- persecution because of his political  wars. was a finalist for the Nation.
ties got gun licenses or the criteria  views and activism for Palestinian ol Book Award in norfiction
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